WILTON HALVERSON, M.D. 
DIRECTOR PUBLIC HEALTH 


15, 1870 


PUBLISHED 


ENTERED AS SECOND-CLASS MATTER FEB. 21,1922, AT THE POST OFFICE AT SACRAMENTO, 
CALIFORNIA, UNDER THE ACT OF AUG. 24, 1912. ACCEPTANCE FOR MAILING AT THE 
SPECIAL RATE OF POSTAGE PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 1103, ACT OF OcT. 3, 1917 


SACRAMENTO (14), 631 J STREET, 2-4711 


DR. CHARLES SMITH, President 


SAN FRANCISCO (2), 668 PHELAN BLOG., 760 MARKET ST.. UN 8700 


JULY 15, and 31, 1945 


ACTIVITIES CALIFORNIA FULL TIME LOCAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENTS SCHOOL HEALTH PROGRAMS 


BERNICE Moss 


STATE BOARD PUBLIC HEALTH 
DR. SANFORD MOOSE 


San Francisco 


DR. ERROL KING 


San Francisco 
DR. JAMES RINEHART, Vice President 


San Francisco Riverside 
DR. ELMER BELT DR. SAMUEL 
Los Angeles San Diego 


DR. HARRY HENDERSON 


DR. WILTON HALVERSON, 
Santa Barbara 


Executive Officer 
San Francisco 
LOS ANGELES (12), STATE OFFICE 217 FIRST ST., 


ditor 


Consultant School Health Education 


effort discover the present situation Cali- 
fornia relation the functions health depart- 
ments school health programs, questionnaire was 
submitted the State Department Public Health 
all full-time health departments April, 1945. 
Twenty-seven county departments and depart- 
ments took the time and effort fill out and return 
the questionnaire. felt that the findings are both 
interesting and significant, and that health depart- 
ments will interested summary the results. 

The extension services health departments 
schools needed many areas, and undoubtedly 
one the problems most health departments are con- 
sidering. The State Department Public Health 
providing consultant service school health education 
which available health departments assist them 
the organization, improvement and implementation 
school health activities. 

the full-time health departments replying the 
questionnaire, these reported that they were 
wholly responsible for school health services all 
the major part the county, and the remainder 
(22) reported some responsibilities, ranging from very 
meager fairly comprehensive activities. some 
cities, where public schools run their own health serv- 
ice programs, the health departments have supervision 
parochial schools only. 

The most generally accepted responsibilities health 
departments schools are immunizations, communi- 
disease control, and supervision sanitation 
school buildings. The least common types service 


Bureau Health Education 


rendered schools are nutrition consultant services 
and dental services. Several departments reported 
the latter, due wartime demands 
dental personnel. 


HEALTH EDUCATION 


the area school health education, about half 
the health departments report some relationships 
with schools. Some health officers and nurses are 
members school health com- 
mittees. Others report that schools consult them 
health courses and materials. 
Members health department staffs are frequently 
invited speak teacher meetings, in- 
stitutes. Some health departments have conducted 
for teachers, particularly nutrition and 
general health problems. These are desirable trends. 

Few public health nurses are teaching regular 
classes schools for pupils, which wholesome. How- 
ever, many health departments report that they are 
called upon give special talks students, particu- 
larly the areas venereal disease education, sex 
hygiene, nutrition and communicable disease control. 
When such requests come, the schools need helped 
see that isolated lecture not profitable 
one which supplements teaching program already 
being teachers the school. 

The majority health departments make teaching 
materials available schools, including films bulletins, 
pamphlets, charts and posters, and few furnish access 
books and bibliographies. There needs better 
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contact between health departments and schools 
inerease the use such available materials. Many 
schools are uniformed concerning their availability. 
Nurses are frequently called upon mate- 
rials teachers and should know the best sources 
publications. 

Most the health departments report that attempts 
are being made educate children concerning health 
services furnished the health department schools, 
prior the service program. This very hopeful 
trend, and could extended include immunization 
programs, audiometer testing, tuberculosis case-find- 
ing, physical examinations any other procedure 
program which health departments carry schools 
for children. 


PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS 


the health departments report some 

examination program for school 

ith the comment that the war has markedly 

this program. The groups most frequently 

are children entering school for the first time, 

referrals from teachers nurses. the children 

have been carefully selected result good 

observation and nurse consultation, this would 

constitute the most desirable procedure. Few health 

departments have any physical examination program 

for high school pupils, which weakness the 
total program. 

The length time spent examining one child 
good. Most departments report from minutes 
per child, but few admit that one three minutes 
are all that spent one individual. Nurses assist 
all eases, and are given responsibility for follow-up. 

Most examinations are conducted the schools, 
with two counties reporting them done the health 
department clinic. Parents are invited present 
all elementary school examinations, but required 
present only three departments. Histories are 
generally taken, and records kept both health 
departments and schools. Those departments retain- 
ing the records their own files report some attempts 
make significant information concerning individual 
children available schools, but these attempts are 
evidently neither universal nor completely effective. 
Work needs done this connection. 

IMMUNIZATIONS 

With two exceptions, all health departments re- 
port carrying immunization program among 
school children, for smallpox and diphtheria, both 
the school and health department clinics. This 
true even those cities where schools have their own 
school health service, with one exception. 
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NURSE ACTIVITIES 


health nurses employed the health depart- 
ments perform variety services for schools and 
school children. 

very few schools nurses are expected inspect 
all children for symptoms communicable disease. 
few more schools, the nurses inspect children for 
disease who are referred them 
teachers. Practically all nurses follow cases 
reported illness, and see that communicable disease 
reported the health department. Some depart- 
ments report that their nurses readmit children 
schools following illness, but this means 
usual universal practice. 

The majority health departments have issued 
standing orders for nurses, which permit them 
recommend treatment for impetigo, pediculosis 
and ringworm, and few instances, apply treat- 
ment. 

Few nurses weigh and measure children, and reports 
indicate that teachers have rather generally accepted 
this procedure their responsibility. few places 
report that nurses are expected render first aid 
school children, but this not general because nurses 
not spend all their time the schools. They 
only transport ill injured children 
their homes. 


all instances where health departments conduct 
physical examinations for school children, the nurses 
assist the physicians, keep the records date, visit 
homes parental cooperation for corrections 
when necessary, arrange for clinical care for some 
children who need it. They assist immunization 
programs, and few instances, some immunizing. 

Nurse observation school children for evidence 
defects reported most departments, but there 
seems increasing tendency have teachers 
make the initial observations, and refer suspected cases 
the nurse. Nurses still give Snellen tests mass 
basis few areas, but more generally test referrals. 
Some departments report that nurses conduct the audi- 
ometer testing specific groups school children. 
The majority departments report that nurses are 
observing referred children for evidences decayed 
teeth, malnutrition, diseased tonsils, enlarged adenoids, 
poor posture, and other gross evidences health 
disorder. 

Few nurses teach school classes, but nearly all re- 
port giving help teachers health teaching prob- 
lems ‘‘as requested,’’ when asked.’’ This indicates 
need for nurses knowing something about methods 
and materials health education for schools. Some 
report nurses working health councils, working with 
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Parent-Teacher groups, giving nurse’s aid training 
high school girls, and variety responsibilities 
with schools and communities. 


SCHOOL SANITATION AND SAFETY 


About half the health departments report regular 
annual inspection school buildings, and the other 
half conduct oceasional inspections, some only re- 
quest complaint. Two health departments limit 
their inspections lunch rooms only, but the majority 
report inspection water, drinking fountains, toilets, 
washing facilities, showers and dressing rooms, lunch 
rooms, garbage disposal, ventilation, lighting and 
safety. The school administrator receives report 
most The school board the body through 
which action, and health departments indi- 
their willingness use their authority secure 
corrections when school boards not act. However, 
few have resorted this extreme (and unfortunately, 
some school buildings are still unsafe and unsanitary). 


DENTAL HEALTH 


Several departments employ dentists and dental 
hygienists who work with and school children, and 
others indicate that such service will established 
re-instituted when personnel becomes available. 


SCHOOL HEALTH MANUALS AND RECORDS 


Several health departments submitted copies 
their health records and health manuals. These 
are generally good. Many these records and manuals 
have been independently developed health depart- 
ments. Where such materials are developed 
cooperative activity, involving both schools and health 
departments, they are more readily accepted and used 

DEMANDS FOR SERVICE 

Many health departments report that schools are 
requesting demanding more service than health 
departments can should render. This due two 
factors. First, schools are becoming increasingly in- 
terested the maintenance the health children, 
and are desirous that effective services for all children 
established. Second, schools have traditionally 
assigned many duties nurses for which teachers 
and should become responsible, and with increased 
demands which are being made teachers for all 
types activities, they are more than ever desirous 
giving all health responsibilities the nurse. This 
dilemma can resolved only cooperative action 
which results extension effective service 
health departments, and assumption responsi- 
bilities schools and teachers for many health activ- 
ities which they are qualified handle. 
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SIGNIFICANT SCHOOL HEALTH NEEDS CALI- 
FORNIA WITH WHICH HEALTH DEPARTMENTS 
SHOULD INCREASINGLY CONCERNED 


Formation county city school health 
tees schools and health departments, 
which groups will meet regularly and: 


Act clearing house for and organ- 
ization programs with which both agencies are 
concerned. 

Develop policies acceptable both groups, and 
define responsibilities personnel each organ- 
ization. 

Develop materials such records, manuals, teach- 
ing aids. 

Plan for improvement school health programs. 

Extention medical services that health exam- 
inations may provided selective basis for 
high school students, and for increasing number 
elementary school pupils referred for such service. 

Ideally, each child should have comprehensive 
health appraisal upon school entrance, least once 
during his high school and have access 
medical consultation other times when there 
indication need. 

Further clarification significant services public 
health nurses can and should render schools. 

School people need helped see that de- 
mands made upon nurses weigh and measure chil- 
dren, conduct routine physical inspections for all 
children, vision tests, give first aid, trans- 
port ill children their homes and check all 
school absences, are unreasonable and unproductive 
the best results. the other hand, health de- 
partments will need establish training programs 
for teachers they may helped develop skill, 

these duties which schools usually consider 

the nurse. 

Extension supervision school sanitation and 
safety regular basis. More effective relation- 
ships with school boards are needed some areas, 
that unwholesome conditions more quickly 
and effectively altered. This need apparent par- 
ticularly some rural areas. 

Greater interest school lunch programs, and ex- 
tension services supervision sanita- 
tion lunch rooms, and provision nutrition con- 
sultant service schools who wish use it. 

Initiation and re-establishment dental health 
programs, soon personnel becomes available. 

Further recognition the educational aspects 
school health services and establishment rapport 
with school personnel, which will result the inelu- 
sion significant health learnings related health 
services part the school curriculum. All 
activities health departments schools rightly 
have the children, parents, teachers and 
the community their primary objective. 
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CROSS CONNECTION CHANGES HOSE INTO 
FLAME THROWER 


aecident with butadiene gas Los Angeles pro- 
vides vivid illustration what happens invisibly 
when there are cross connections between city water 
systems and pipe lines carrying contaminated water. 

making pressure test butadiene line for 
leakage, the fire department connected hose 
fire hydrant and tried pump water into the section 
the butadiene line which supposedly was valved 
off and under pressure. Actually, the butadiene was 
under pounds pressure, which was considerably 
higher than the pressure the water system. 

check valve the fire pump failed hold, and 
the butadiene gas traveled back through the water 
system. Almost immediately, flames were observed 
shooting out the windows nearby house. When 
the fire department hooked onto neighboring fire 
hydrant put out the flames, the fire hose became 
flame thrower. 


was later ascertained that the gas had traveled 
back through the water pipes into the house, and had 
escaped into the bathroom through open faucet. 
was ignited nearby burning gas heater. 


NEW HOSPITAL ACT REPLACES OLD 
LICENSING LEGISLATION 


new Hospital Act, Chapter 1418, Statutes 1945, 
will become effective September 15, 1945. replaces 
the old Maternity Home and Act, which was 
repealed, and will appear the Health and Safety 
Code, Chapter Division Sections 1400 1418. 

Except for hospitals specifically exempted, the act 
prohibits the conduct any hospital the State, 
after January 1946, unless license has been obtained 
from the State Department Public Health, applied 
for. 


Exempted from provisions the act are hospitals 
operated the following agencies and individuals: 
the United States Government authorized agency 
the State, county city, any State department, 
The Regents the University California adherents 
any well-recognized church who depend upon prayer 
for healing; hotels similar places that furnish only 
board and room, either, their guests; establish- 
ments for the the mentally deficient, other 
incompetent persons, subject the jurisdiction the 
State Department Institutions. 

The act provides that advisory board five mem- 
bers shall appointed the Governor. The board 
shall elect its own chairman, and shall meet with the 
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Director the State Department Public Health 
least twice year. 

The State Department Public Health, after 
sultation with the advisory board, shall adopt regu- 
lations, classify hospitals, prescribe standards and 
establish other administrative procedures. 

The department required provide form for 
application for license. Each license expires Decem- 
ber 31st each calendar year and, unless revoked 
the department, renewed automatically upon the pay- 
ment the fee. 


The department required inspect periodically 
every hospital for which license has been issued. 


FORMER SUTTER-YUBA HEALTH OFFICER 
AWARDED ARMY BRONZE STAR MEDAL 


Lt. Col. Harold Hennessy, formerly health officer 
the Sutter-Yuba Bi-County Health Department, 
has been awarded the Bronze Star Medal for meri- 
torious service with the Fifteenth United States Army. 

Following the citation which accompanied the 
award made Lt. General 


meritorious service connection with military 
operations against the enemy the United States dur- 
ing the period April 1945 May 1945, Belgium 
and Germany. Health Officer the office 
the Army Surgeon, Lieutenant Colonel Hennessy 
demonstrated outstanding qualities leadership 
organizing and directing the public health control 
displaced persons, refugees, and the German 
population the Rhineprovinz military district. 
Through his personal efforts the spread typhus fever 
throughout the Army area was halted remarkably 
short time thus averting critical problem. Colonel 
Hennessy’s reliability, aggressiveness 
nature reflect great credit upon himself and the 
Armed Forces the United States. Entered military 
service from 


Lt. Col. Hennessy was one the first many Cali- 
fornia public health workers enter the armed forces 
during World War II. His military service started soon 
after the defense emergency was declared and before 
Pearl Harbor. 


INFANT DEATH RATE RISES SLIGHTLY 


California’s provisional infant mortality rate for 
1944 was 34.8 deaths per 1,000 live births, compared 
with the 1943 rate 34.6. The neonatal mortality 
rate for 1944 was 23.9, compared with the 1943 rate 
22.8. 
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SUTTER-YUBA HEALTH OFFICER 


Dr. Carl Scherer has been appointed Health Offi- 
cer the Sutter-Yuba Bi-County Health Unit effee- 
tive September 5th. Before coming California, 
Dr. Scherer was for years Health Officer St. 
Louis County, Minnesota, and Director Rural 
Health Unit the Minnesota State Board Health. 


Duluth. 


RABIES CONTROL 


Over 2,500 dogs have been vaccinated Tulare 
County, and many stray dogs have been destroyed 
the county rabies control ordinance was passed 
April. 

Madera County, the quarantine placed dogs 
and Madera and Chowchilla and adjacent 
areas has been removed. During the period quar- 
antine, persons received the Pasteur treatment, 589 
dogs were vaccinated and 146 dogs and cats were 
destroyed. 


PUBLIC OPINION HEALTH 


Summarizing some the polls health 


conducted his organization, George Gallup the 
July-August, 1945, issue Channels underlines 
Raymond Clapper’s statement 

overestimate the people’s knowledge, nor 
underestimate their 

1936, when newspapers and radios were afraid 
mention venereal diseases, Gallup poll revealed 
that per cent the people were favor starting 
educational program and per cent were favor 

1937, seven out people believed that the dis- 
semination birth control information should made 
legal. Today, sentiment stands 7-3 favor 
making birth control information available through 
public health 

Public sentiment 4-1 favor having sex hygiene 
taught secondary schools. 

Gallup polls have revealed that the people don’t 
know much they should about the cause-and pre- 
vention disease, nor about diet. 

Twenty-one per cent the people think cancer 
contagious. Many people think caused swallow- 


ing phlegm, using certain kinds pots, 


jealousy, resentment ‘‘bad 

One out every four persons unaware the fact 
that tuberculosis contagious. 

From per cent the people fail eat well 
diet, mostly ignorance. 


CARBON MONOXIDE HAZARD 


Coneentrations carbon monoxide high 100 
parts per million were encountered the projection 
room motion picture theater, recent investiga- 
tion the Bureau Adult Health. 

When busses with engines running were parked 
front the theater, exhaust ventilation system 
drew the carbon monoxide gases through the windows 
the projection room. was recommended that 
different ventilation system installed. 


MINERAL OIL SUBSTITUTED FOR RATIONED 
VEGETABLE OILS 


Widespread violations the law the substitution 
mineral oil for rationed corn, cottonseed, 
other vegetable oils have been uncovered the Bureau 
Food and Drugs. 

one and three restaurants were 
found using mineral oil, which laxative and 
nonnutritive, mayonnaise, salad dressing and pop- 
turer was distributing mayonnaise made with 
oil restaurants. third city, the bureau seized 
large processor popeorn. The oil, bought and labeled 
100 per cent soya bean oil, was found, upon analysis, 
about per cent mineral oil, artificially colored 
and flavored with butyric acid imitate soya bean oil. 


FEDERAL AID FOR MENTAL HEALTH 
PROPOSED BILL CONGRESS 


The establishment Mental Hygiene Division 
the United State Health Service which would 
comparable the Divisions Venereal Diseases 
and provided bill, H.R. 2550, 
introduced into Congress Representative 
Priest Tennessee. 

The stated purposes the bill are: “To provide for, 
foster and aid coordinating research relating 
disorders provide for more 
tive methods prevention, diagnosis, and treatment 
disorders; establish the National Neuro- 
Institute; and for other purposes.” 

The bill would authorize two appropriations for 
the current year. The sum $4,500,000 pro- 
posed for the construction and equipment 
and laboratory buildings and facilities for the use 
the National Institute. appro- 
priation $10,000,000 would made the United 
States Public Health Service for grants aid pub- 
and private agencies. 


n- 
it, 
vil 
li- 
or 
ite 


CRIPPLED CHILDREN BENEFIT 
NEW STATE LEGISLATION 


Legal provision for advances the medical treat- 
ment, training, and education physically handi- 
capped children was made the Legislature its last 
session. 

total $480,000 was appropriated for the care 
children suffering from cerebral palsy. this 
amount, $80,000 available the State Department 
Public Health assist providing medical treat- 
ment and after-care services under the Crippled Chil- 
dren’s program. 

The State Department Education was allotted 
$400,000 for the establishment two special schools 
for children who have cerebral palsy operated 
conjunction with diagnostic and treatment centers. 
The law provides that the school northern California 
operated connection with the University Cali- 
fornia Hospital while the one the south 
operated ‘‘in with cerebral palsy diag- 
and treatment center operated the 
governing board private medical school 
university hospital southern California under 
contract with the State Department 
Conservative estimates place the number persons 
under years age with cerebral palsy California 
between 8,000 and 10,000. Exact statistics are not 
available. Because the nature the and 
the inadequate provisions for diagnosis, care, training 
and which formerly prevailed, few chil- 
dren with cerebral palsy were registered with the 
Crippled Children’s Service. The estimate from 
8,000 10,000 based upon surveys other States 
which have shown that there are about six cerebral 
palsied persons per 100,000 total population for each 
age group and that there important variation 
according 


addition, the State Department Education was 
given $40,000 for the coordination the education 
physically handicapped minors the schools 
and special schools for children with cerebral palsy. 


Another important the welfare 
physically handicapped children made the Legisla- 
ture was revision Section 270 the Health and 
Safety Code. now made mandatory upon county 
boards supervisors appropriate for services for 
handicapped children sum not less than one-tenth 
one mill each dollar assessed valuation. The 
only exception whenever the State Department 
Publie Health before May 1st any year 
fies the board supervisors that smaller amount 
needed. That amount shall then the minimum 
appropriated for the next fiscal year. 
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Formerly, Section 270 provided that the board 
supervisors might appropriate sum not exceed three 
mills each dollar the assessed valuation 
the county. believed that much more money 
will available under the new mandatory legislation, 
requiring minimum one-tenth mill, than under 
the old permissive law. 

new Section 271 was added the code permitting 
the supervisors appropriate funds pro- 
vided Section 270 from the general fund the 
local department public health local department 
welfare used providing care for handi- 
children. The local departments may cooperate 
this service with the State Department Public 
Health may provide the care independently their 
services meet standards set the State Department 
Public Health. statement these standards will 
shortly made available the department. 


NEW INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT CODE 


labeling code establish standard warning labels 
for all potentially dangerous chemicals 
used industrial processes and define the 
conditions under which such materials may used 
will issued soon the California State Industrial 
Accident Commission. 

The code will developed following hear- 
ings Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


NEW LAW DOES NOT SUPERSEDE 
DISTRICT INVESTIGATION ACT 


Mosquito abatement districts organized under the 
provisions Section 2215.5 the Health and Safety 
Code amended the 1945 Legislature must comply 
with the District Investigation Act 1933 before 
the formation district can perfected. 

This ruling was recently made the Attorney 
General response request from the district 
attorney Stanislaus County the organ- 
ization the Turlock Mosquito Abatement District. 

making the ruling, the Attorney General stated 
“Although Statutes 1945, Chapter 409, presents 
more rapid method organization than formerly 
provided the law, find nothing therein 
which will itself make inoperative the provisions 
the District Investigation Act (Act 2119, General 
Laws) and must necessarily conclude, therefore, 
that the latter provisions will apply the mosquito 
abatement which the county proposes 
organize.” 


NEW PHOSPHINE GAS HAZARD 
PROVED ORIGINAL METHOD 


Demonstration the release phosphine gas 
result phosphorizing processes steel was made 
the Bureau Adult Health recent investiga- 
tion machine plant. 

far known, this the first time has been 
demonstrated that phosphine released this man- 
ner. The only record found the literature the 
production phosphine gas the use carbide 
produce acetylene gas. 

offensive odor, characteristic phosphine, and 
the occurrence nausea among workmen, which 
one the symptoms acute phosphine poisoning, 
suggested that the gas was being produced. Qualita- 
tive tests with silver nitrate papers were positive. 

The problem measuring concentrations phos- 
phine gas was complicated the fact that phosphoric 
acid mist was present the same atmosphere and it, 
therefore, was necessary measure phosphine the 
presence phosphoric acid. The standard method 
measurement depends upon converting phosphine 
gas acid. 

approximate measurement was finally achieved 
collecting sample train sintered glass 
absorbers, using distilled water the first absorber 
and solution excess bromine the second ab- 
sorber. Because the low solubility phosphine 
distilled water, little the gas was trapped the 
first absorber where the acid mist was 
The phosphine gas was collected the 
second absorber. the use this method was 
possible demonstrate the presence phosphine gas 
significant amounts. 

Because the workmen the plant were exposed 
dangerous concentrations the gas only times 
when weather conditions made necessary close 
windows, none developed permanent after effects. 

Symptoms acute mild phosphine poisoning, such 
suffered the workmen this plant, are similar 
symptoms food poisoning. Symptoms chronic 
phosphine poisoning resemble those phosphorus 
poisoning. Effect the gas upon the central 
nervous system and exposure large concentrations 
leads convulsions and death. 


Alternative methods for the control the hazard 
were recommended the management, either en- 
closure the machinery used the process con- 
trolled general ventilation that when windows are 
closed the concentration the gas the atmosphere 
does not rise above the safe level. The management 
chose the latter method which working satisfac- 
torily. 
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MENTAL HYGIENE LEGISLATION 


keeping with modern thinking concerning men- 
tal sickness, the name the California State Depart- 
ment Institutions was changed Act the 1945 
Legislature the Department Mental Hygiene. 

Two other changes terminology reflect the 
change attitudes. The Welfare and Institutions 
Code was changed provide that patients 
given “leave absence” from State hospitals instead 
“parole.” Persons may now committed State 
hospitals upon being adjudged “mentally ill” and 
need care, supervision and treatment. Formerly, 
they could committed only being “dangerously 
insane.” 

The Legislature authorized the Department 
Mental Hygiene conduct outpatient for the 
prevention, early diagnosis, and treatment mental 
disorders and conduct educational program. 
The establishment clinic Los Angeles was 
authorized and $100,000 was appropriated for the 
purchase land. addition, $20,000 was appro- 
priated for the purchase land expand the Lang- 
ley Porter San Francisco. 

appropriation $207,000 for family care 
mentally deficient persons will permit the placement 
some these people private homes and relieve 
the overcrowding the two State homes. 

The sum $4,000 was appropriated for Senate 
Interim Committee study the problems the care 
and treatment the mentally deficient California. 

The State Department Public Health was author- 
ized maintain mental health service. However, 
funds were appropriated for this purpose. 


IT’S TRUE: MORE BOYS THAN GIRLS 
ARE BORN DURING WAR 


true that more boys than girls, proportionately, 
have been born war years, particularly the years 
after war, according Dr. George Wolff, 
Children’s Bureau statistician, but why true 
nobody knows. 

Dr. Wolff advances several theories. may that 
the younger age the mothers has something 
with since war periods more people get married 
and younger age. may the younger age 
the father some other biological reason. 

Normally, the sex ratio between 105 and 106 boys 
born for every 100 girls. war years the sex ratio 
may 107 108, rise sufficient have sig- 
nificance. Among Negroes the United States, the 
differential less than for whites, only about 102 
boys being born for every 100 girls. 
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Reportable diseases 


6-9 | 616 | 6-23 | 6-30 June 
| | inc. 
Chaneroid_. 3 130 
( ‘hickenpox Vv aricella) - 1,386 | 992 | 801 | 37,176 
Coccidioidal | 1 1 
Conjunctivitis—acute infectious of | | 
the newborn (Ophthalmia Neona- | 44 
Pikthtbadacnpmeeiéhindatinl 8 | 20 | 21 | 599 
| 1 5 7 were 147 
32 29 | 28; 264) 115 jj...--- 
Food poisoning. 10; 163; 3] If] 177 
German Measles 427 | 333 | 222 | 139 1,121 
Jaundice, + §; 1 
Lymphogranuloma venereum (lympho- i 

pathia venereum, lymphogranu- 

3 | 1 2 52 
Meningitis, meningococcic 9 | 4; 9) 438 
Mumps (Parotitis) 1,236 | 917 | 538 | 28,968 


Plague 


Poliomyelitis, acute -| 12] 4 8 | 92 
Rabies, | 7| 22) 18] 396 
Septic sore throat, epidemic. a 
14,561 
pulmonary. ..........-- |} 180} | 174} 
Tuberculosis, other forms. i8 8| 14 
Undulant fever (Brucellosis)... 1 7 
Whooping cough (Pertussis) 541 | 453 | 339 | 


Nore: Military cases, if any, not included. 


PLAGUE SURVEYS 


Rodent plague survey activities were conducted 
rural areas counties the Section Sani- 
tary Inspections from January Ist through May. Over 
10,000 miscellaneous wild rodents were collected and 
examined and about 80,000 fleas taken from the 
rodents were sent the laboratory for examination. 
Bubonie plague was demonstrated one beecheyi 
squirrel San Benito County. 

During the same period, surveys and trapping 
operations were among rats and mice 
cities and towns. Over 15,000 rodents 
were collected and examined and over 8,400 fleas 
taken from them were sent the laboratory for 
examination. Plague infection was not demonstrated 
rodents their fleas during the period. 
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MORBIDITY REPORTS—SELECTED DISEASES— 
CASES 


Total June and Total Cases for January Through 
June 1945, 1943 and Year Median (1940-1944) 


} Current month 


Selected diseases | 


1945 1943 1945* 1944 1943 


Coccidioidal Granuloma.. 
Conjunetivitis-—acute in- ‘| 
fectious the newborn 


255 
9,744 13,321 
10,789 


Meningitis (Meningococcic) 9 

Poliomyelitis, acute an- 


Rheumatic fever, acute..... 53 56 410, 289 


217 


Typhoid fever 
Typhus fever............ 2 1 


Venereal diseases: 
Granuloma inguinale___- 
Ly oma 

venereum 


112 
14,561 15,841 9,396 


Corrections January—May included. 


OREGON SANITARY CODE 


The Oregon State Board Health has adopted 
sanitary code for eating and drinking establishments 
following action the 1945 Legislature transferring 
authority for control from the State Department 
Agriculture. 

Rules and regulations the board establish mini- 
mum standards for all cities and counties. counties 
10,000 population and over, regulatory power 
the local health department. The State Health 
Department exercises direct regulatory power 
counties less than 10,000 population. 


Sundwall, 

Heal th 

University Michigan, 


Ann Arbor, Michigan 


Syr. 
June January through June 
ian, 
1940- 
1944 1944 
Dysentery, bacillary......| 17 147; 188 205 |...... 
Encephalitis, infectious__._| 3 5 25 33 
Influenza, epidemic......., 50 71 167 | 167 1,218 | 9,445 Sy 
Tuberculosis: 
Pulmonary 


